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‘Tell me why I should vote?’
Eastern Cape villagers in despair about their future

SIPHO MASONDO
BEN Mafani says he has no reason
to vote in the upcoming local government elections.
He is a far cry from the man that
was first in the queue in the country’s first democratic election on
April 27 1994.
Forcibly removed from Coega in
1979 and “dumped” in Glenmore
about 30km off the N2, near Peddie,
in Eastern Cape, Mafani, 60, says
the area has not changed and is still
as much a “civic prison” as it was 32
years ago.
With successive post-apartheid
governments failing Glenmore,
Mafani says voting in the upcoming
local government elections will be a
waste of time.
“Tell me why I should vote? I
voted with such excitement in 1994,
thinking that finally a government

for the people, by the people, will
give us hope. But now it’s 2011 and
we are still wasting away.
“Jacob Zuma doesn’t know us,
Thabo Mbeki didn’t know us, former
premiers Ray Mhlaba,
Makhenkesi
Stofile,
Nosimo
Balindlela and Noxolo Kiviet don’t
know us.
“No MEC has ever been here.”
In 1979, police, on the orders of
the Department of Co-operation
and
Development,
forcibly
removed residents of Coega, Colchester, Klipfontein, Kenton-on-Sea,
Alexandria, Greenbushes and
Kinkelbos in Eastern Cape and
trucked them to Glenmore, in the
former Ciskei, on the banks of the
Fish River.
Within a few months, cattle died

after eating poisonous plants and
more than 23 children died of disease and malnutrition.
In 1984, Mafani said, a tornado
and a severe thunderstorm swept
across Glenmore, killing about 140

‘Jacob Zuma doesn’t
know us; Thabo Mbeki
didn’t know us’
people, including his wife, Mavis,
and two children.
The people of Glenmore, who had
been booted out of South Africa,
were also not wanted in Ciskei,
which was under the leadership of
Lennox Sebe.
“Lennox went to Pretoria and

MAN DOWN: A fighter arrives from the front at Hawari General Hospital, Benghazi. He was
treated for a gunshot wound
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told apartheid leaders that he
didn’t want us on his land. They
softened him by giving him R45million to develop the area. But that
money disappeared,” Mafani said.
“The apartheid government later
removed us from the banks of the
river to where we are now, a kilometre away.”
Thirty years down the line,
Mafani and his 15 000 neighbours
still live in dire poverty.
Most of the low-cost houses built
by the apartheid regime have two
rooms — a kitchen that doubles as
a living room, and a bedroom.
The only health facility in the
area is a makeshift clinic, with
three nurses and no doctor.
Said nurse Joyce Ntutu: “There
are no ambulances and the people

struggle. They have to hire cars but
people don’t work. It takes more
than 24 hours for an ambulance to
arrive here.”
Mafani said there are no libraries
or sports centres.
“Matriculants are as illiterate as
people who have never been to
school. How on earth are they ever
going to get jobs?” he asks.
Mafani, whose furniture-less
living room — decorated with
newspaper clippings of stories written about Glenmore — says justice
will be served only when the people
are relocated to a new area “that
will help them forget their past”.
But Vuyisile Lloyd, who was a
teenager when his family was
moved to Glenmore from Coega,
has lost hope.
“It appears to me that we will die
here. We will die a slow, sad, lonely
and painful death,” he said.

EMERGENCY: Anaesthetist Sami Belhaj attends to a woman whose car was hit by a shell near Ajdabiya.
She later died, but doctors said they could have saved her if they had treated her sooner

‘There are injured in places we could not get to’
DOCTORS from Gift of the Givers left
Libya on Wednesday afternoon for
South Africa after spending more
than a week in the war-torn country
providing expert medical assistance
to the injured in Ajdabiya and the
rebel stronghold of Benghazi.
“We are very sad to leave, especially with all the injured in the
places we could not get to,” said
mission leader Dr Imtiaz Sooliman.
Though disappointed, Sooliman
was positive about what the mission
had achieved.

“Sending our Libyan team a week
ahead was the best thing we could
have done. It meant when we arrived,
most of the contacts had been made
and our doctors could start their
work immediately,” he said.
“Our biggest problem was getting
into Libya. From then it was dealing
with disorganisation in the hospitals,
and the hierarchical system within
the structures at the hospital.
“Our doctors were training inexperienced staff with X-rays and so forth.
There is no one to blame. Remember,

it is only 27 days post the start of the
revolution and sufficient systems are
not in place,” Sooliman said.
He said the biggest thing is keeping
alive and knowing when to get out.
“The challenges faced in situations
like this are access, avoiding bombs,
keeping the balance and knowing
when to leave.
“We pulled out of Ajdabiya hours
before it was attacked. Now we’ve left
Benghazi, only to hear there is
fighting there.”
With news of fighting in Benghazi,

the words of orthopaedic surgeon Dr
Livan Meneses-Turino ring true:
“Our presence here shows the international community is needed to
level the playing fields.”
The team travelled back to Cairo
yesterday and were due to return to
South Africa this morning.
ý Krog travelled with the disaster
relief organisation Gift of the Givers,
which was on a humanitarian
mission to provide assistance to the
Libyan people. See
www.giftofthegivers.org

RABID BITCH in your neighbourhood?
Put a choke chain ON VET’S BILLS
Pet Medical Aid covers illness and emergencies
Pet Medical Aid covers routine care too!
Discounts available for multiple pets

www.solverinsurance.co.za
0861 114 346
SMS your name to 41265
*Female dog that has been infected with rabies.

10

.
80

p.
m

R1

R1

DOGS

fr
om

For your free quote or more information,
just click or call.

fr
om

CATS

p.
m

.

Hollard is an authorised Financial Services Provider.
Terms and conditions apply. SMS charged at standard rates.

