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As the conflict between Gaddafi loyalist forces and rebels intensifies in Libya, a team of
South African journalists, including The Times photographer Halden Krog, joined a
mission to bring much-needed medical assistance to the war-ravaged country

Mission of mercy from SA
A TEAM from
South Africanbased humanitarian organisation Gift of the
Givers was holed
up in a hospital
25km
outside
Ajdabiyah,
Libya, yesterday
as government
forces
rapidly
advanced.
IN LIBYA |
The
team,
accompanied by
a group of South African journalists, travelled through the town,
which was overrun by forces loyal
to Colonel Muammar Gaddafi on
Saturday.
A nervous energy could be felt
throughout the hospital, with cars
packed and ready to race off.
Soon after entering Libya at the
weekend, the team’s three vans
were shot at as they sped across the
eastern desert.
On Saturday, Ajdabiya was about
170km from the front line. Yesterday it was overrun.
Arriving at the Amal Africa Hotel,
on the outskirts of town, the South
African media team and the Gift of
the Givers people were given the last
open beds in the establishment.
The gym was converted into a
dormitory for the media team.
The doctors were allocated
bunks at the local hospital.
They spent the night at the hospital, meeting the medical staff and
planning where they could be
deployed most effectively.
Dr Salim Langhi is one of 25
Libyan doctors who work in teams
of three per ambulance, racing to
the front lines to collect wounded
combatants.
“They have excellent expertise
and their help is very much
appreciated,” said Langhi of the
Gift of the Givers volunteers. “They
are not scared and they want to go to
the front.
“We collect patients from both
sides. It doesn’t make a difference.
They are all Libyan.”
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FUGITIVES: Bangladeshi refugees freshen up after sleeping rough at the Egyptian-Libyan border. About 1 000 refugees are waiting at the border, trying to go home
or to return to their jobs in Libya
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According to Langhi, he and his
colleagues are short of equipment
and other resources.
“Medical students serve as
drivers and there are no nurses
here so we do all the work.”
As the forces of Gaddafi push
east, we hear that the town of Ras
Lanuf has been captured by government troops.
With the fighting intensifying,

wounded fighters have to be picked
up from the constantly shifting
front line.
“A day like yesterday [Saturday]
was horrible,” said Langhi.
“We had 12 seriously wounded.
The day before we had 10 dead
when a bomb dropped no more
than 50m from us.”
When asked if he was afraid, he
replied: “We always get frightened.

It’s fate if you are meant to die. It’s
all risky.”
Though he and his fellow doctors
face this grim reality every day, he
is surprisingly upbeat about the
future of his country.
“As far as I can see, they don’t
really want to kill each other. It’s all
political. People are not hungry
here. There is plenty of food.
“They simply want a better life.”

As the medical team waits to go
to the front line, we hear that forces
loyal to Gaddafi have pushed the
rebels back as far as the town of
Brega, about 60km from where the
Gift of the Givers have set up base.
From our hotel room, we watch
as cars filled with the belongings of
the people of the town race away to
the east — away from the approaching fighting. ý See Page 10

Creecy to tackle schooling crisis
CHARL DU PLESSIS
BATTLE-LINES have been drawn
between teachers’ union Sadtu
and the Gauteng Department of
Education, with MEC Barbara
Creecy saying yesterday that principals had been told that “no
educator should attend [Sadtu
regional chairman Moss Senye’s]
court hearing tomorrow”.
Creecy was referring to the
appearance of Senye and teacher
Ofentse Phehle in the Meadowlands Magistrate’s Court today on
charges of assaulting a 17-year-old
pupil at Meadowlands High
School, Soweto.
According to the Sowetan,
Senye, who is chairman of the
Gauteng central region of Sadtu
and principal of Meadowlands
High, last week called Creecy
“satanic” for implementing the “no
work, no pay” policy for teachers
who took part in the public-sector
strike last year.
“You cannot be friends with
white people, they satanise you,”
Senye reportedly told a meeting of
about 1 000 teachers in Dlamini,
Soweto.
Ronald Nyathi, Sadtu’s regional

secretary, called on teachers at the
meeting to attend the court hearing today.
Creecy said: “[The department]
actively implements the no work,
no pay policy and we will do so
again tomorrow should the need
arise.”
She also hit out at what she
called “the ongoing instability and
under-performance” in Soweto’s
schools. She said an education
summit would be held in Soweto to
find solutions to “extremely
serious” problems in education.
When asked about the work of
members of Sadtu in Soweto, she
said: “I think that there is a
widespread opinion, which is supported by the empirical evidence
on performance, that we are not
getting optimal learning and
teaching in Soweto and that we
need to do something about it.”
According to the provincial
Department of Education:
ý The average matric pass rate in
Soweto was 63% last year; the
provincial average was 79%;
ý Grade 3 pupils in 2008 scored
32% in maths compared to a provincial average of 43%, and 28% in
literacy compared to a provincial

average of 38%;
ý Grade 6 pupils achieved a 24%
pass rate compared to 36% for the
rest of the province;
ý Soweto had the highest number
of under-performing schools, 60,
compared to other townships. Other areas averaged 10.
Creecy refused to comment on
Senye’s remarks, saying only that
she was pleased that Sadtu had
heeded the department’s calls and
not held last week’s meeting during teaching hours.
“[Sadtu] is convening meetings
at 2.30pm, not at 11am, and I think
that’s a step forward,” said
Creecy.
Tseliso Ledimo, Sadtu’s provincial secretary, said yesterday that
union members had been told that
they “should report to their work
stations and continue to do their
work”.
Senye and Nyathi did not answer
their phones yesterday.

HAVE YOUR SAY
Should Creecy
be supported?
e-mail tellus@timeslive.co.za
or SMS 33971 (Each SMS costs R1.50)

